STATUTES AT LARGE

-utility affected thereby a statement in writing of its reasons therefor,
may, at any time before they become effective, suspend the operation
of such rate or rates, but not for a longer period than ninety (90)
days beyond the time when such rate or rates would otherwise go
into effect, unless the Commission shall find that a longer time will
be required, in which case the Commission may extend the period
for not to exceed six months: PROVIDED, and notwithstanding
any such order of suspension, the telephone utility may put such sus-
pended rate or rates into effect on the date when it or they would
have become effective, if not so suspended, by filing with the Com-
mission a bond in a reasonable amount approved by the Commission,
with sureties approved by the Commission, conditioned upon the re-
fund, in a manner to be prescribed by order of the Commission, to
the persons or corporations respectively entitled to the amount of
excess, if the rate or rates so put into effect are finally determined
to be excessive; or there may be substituted for such bond, other ar-
rangements satisfactory to the Commission for the protection of the
parties interested. If the telephone utility fails to make refund of any
excess received within sixty (60) days after such final determination,
any person or corporation entitled to any refund may sue therefor, in
any Court of competent jurisdiction and be entitled to recover, in ad-
dition to the amount of the refund due, all court costs and reasonable
attorneys' fees, but no suit may be maintained for that purpose un-
less instituted within two (2) years after such final determination.
Any number of persons or corporations entitled to any such refund
may join as plaintiffs and recover their several claims in a single ac-
tion, in which action the court shall render a judgment severally for
each plaintiff as his or its interest may appear. During any such period
of suspension the telephone utility involved shall provide records or
other evidence of payments. made by its subscribers or patrons under
the rate or rates which the telephone utility has put into operation
in excess of the rate or rates in effect immediately prior thereto. If,
after such hearing, the Commission finds any such rate or rates to be
unjust, unreasonable, or unjustly discriminatory, or in any way in
violation of law, the Commission shall. determine the just and reason-
able rate or rates to be charged or applied by the telephone utility for
the service in question, and shall fix the same and the date when ef-
fective by order to be served upon the telephone utility; and such
rate or rates shall be observed from the effective date until changed,
as provided by this Act.
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